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Mr. McCarran, from the Committee on the Judiciary, submitted 
the following 


REPORT 


{To accompany 8. 1494] 


The Committee on the Judiciary, to which was referred the bill 
(S. 1494) for the relief of George Georgacopoulos, having considered 
the same, reports favorably thereon without amendment and recom- 
mends that the bill do pass. 


PURPOSE OF THE BILL 


The purpose of the bill is to preserve for George Georgacopoulos 
the status of a preference quota immigrant as the minor child of his 
father, who has been lawfully admitted to the United States for 
permanent residence. 

STATEMENT OF FACTS 


The beneficiary of the bill was born in Greece on February 7, 1927, 
and is presently residing in Toronto, Canada. His father, Rev. Elias 
Georgacopoulos, is the minister of the Greek Orthodox Chureh in 
Cheyenne, Wyo. Rev. Elias Georgacopoulos came here from Greece 
in 1946 to accept an appointment in a church in Spokane, Wash. 
Upon arrival, however, his superior sent him to Vancouver, British 
Columbia, to fill a vacancy the re. His family joined him in Canada in 
1947 when the beneficiary of the bill was still a minor. Upon the 
transfer of Reverend Georgacopoulos to Cheyenne, Wyo., all the 
family were eligible { aT visas except the beneficiary of the bill who had 

reached the age of 21 years. Enactment of the bill will enable the 
caidiolane to join his family in the United States. 

A letter dated February 6, 1952, to the chairman of the Senate 
Committee on the Judiciary from the Deputy Attorney General with 
reference to the case reads as follows: 
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FEBRUARY 6, 1952. 
Hon. Pat McCarran, 
Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary, United States Senate, 
Washington, D. C. 

My Dear Senator: This is in response to your request for the views of the 
Department of Justice relative to the bill (S. 1494) for the relief of George 
Georgacopoulos, an alien. The bill, by deeming the alien, who is nearly 25 years 
of age, to be the minor child of his father, who is a permanent resident of the 
United States, would enable him to acquire a second preference status in the 
issuance of an immigration visa. 

The files of the Inmigration and Naturalization Service of this Department 
disclose that George Georgacopoulos who was born on February 7, 1927, is a 
native and citizen of Greece and now resides in Toronto, Canada, where he is 
employed as a laborer. He is single. His parents and two sisters were admitted 
to the United States for permanent residence on September 24, 1949. His father, 
Rev. Elias Georgacopoulos, is at present the minister of the Greek Orthodox 
Church in Cheyenne, Wvo., where he is furnished living accommodations, and is 
paid $300 a month. In the event this alien is admitted for permanent residence, 
his father is prepared to support him and pay for the completion of his education 
at the University of Wyoming. 

The quota for Greece, to which the alien is chargeable, is oversubscribed and an 
immigration visa is not readily obtainable. In this respe*t, his case is similar to 
those of many other aliens in Greece ani other countries, including the adult 
children of permanent residents, who wish to come to this country but are unable 
to do so due to the oversubscribed condition of the quotas to which they are 
chargeable. The record in this case does not present considerations sufficient to 
warrant the enactment of special legislation granting the alien a preference over 
others similarly situated. 

Accordingly, the Department of Justice is unable to recommend enactment of 
the measure. 

Sincerely, 
A. Devirr VANECH, 
Deputy Attorney General, 


Senator Joseph C. O’Mahoney, the author of the bill, has submitted 
the following information in connection with the case: 


Unirep States SENATE, 
Washington, D. C., July 23, 1951. 
Hon. Pat McCarran, 
Chairman, Senate Judiciary Committee, 
Washington 25, D. C. 


Dear Senator McCarran: On May 16 I introduced S. 1494, for the relief 
of George Georgacopoulos, son of Rev. Elias Georgacopoulos, pastor of the Greek 
Orthodox Church at Cheyenne, Wyo. The bill has been referred to the Judiciary 
Committee for consideration and recommendation. 

I am very much interested in doing what I can to bring about the reunion of 
the family of Father Georgacopoulos, who was summoned from Greece by the 
archbishop of North and South America to serve at Spokane; Wash. On his 
arrival in the United States, however, the archbishop assigned him temporarily to 
Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada, and it was while he served in that city 
that his family joined him. Later, when Father Georgacopoulos was transferred 
to the United States, his son, George, had reached the age of 21, and was not per- 
mitted to enter this country. The purpose of my bill, therefore, is to effect the 
entry of George, which would have been a matter of course if Father Georga- 
copoulos had not been diverted from Spokane temporarily to Canada. 

Let me say that my efforts in behalf of George Georgacopoulos have the un- 
animous endorsement of all of the Hellenic community at Cheyenne. I trust 
that the statement I am enclosing herewith, in duplicate, from Father Georga- 
copoulos, together with an affidvavit, in duplicate, will assist your Committee 
in reaching an early favorable decision, 

With kind personal regards, 

Sincerely yours, 


JoserpH C, O’ MAHONEY. 
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CHEYENNE, Wryo., May 15, 1951. 
Hon. Senator Joseru C. O’Manoney, 
United States Senate, Washington, D. C. 


HONORABLE SENATOR: This is to introduce Rev. Elias Georgacopoulos, a Greek 
Orthodox priest, legally admitted into the United States for permanent residence. 
I was born and raised in Athens, Greece, and my admission into this country was 
caused by the conditions of the war, and effected through the Archbishop of 
America’s Most Reverend Athenagoras. Since I consider mine a rather uncom- 
mon case, you are requested to kindly be informed on the following: 

During the occupation of Greece by German and Italian troops, beginning in 
1941, I was forced to abandon my home located in Athens, in accordance to the 
orders of the occupation armies. The conditions of life in the occupied countries 
have become known to the world; unfortunately, the poverty and famine which 
resulted from the occupation, became much worse ever since I found myself 
and the members of my family, homeless and facing the cruel hostility of the 
powerful enemy. Yet, with the vision of world-wide freedom, which we expected 
that would crown our fight, I passed the bitter days of the occupation, bravely 
facing whatever was to come, till the blessed day of our liberation. And the 
liberation day came, and I went back to my home, trying to collect the pieces of 
my ruined property, when one day shortly after that, there came another blow, 
to finish up the work of destruction started by the enemies of my nation and com- 
pleted by the enemies of freedom and democracy. This time it was communism 
the enemy; worse, much worse than the oppressors they succeeded, the men 
without country, family or religion, burned and completely destroyed all my 
property, and they would have undoubtedly killed all my family, if God did not 
take care of my six children, including two infants. 

Most Reverend Athenagoras then sent a cable invitation for me and my family 
to migrate to the United States in 1946. This we welcomed as a new light in life, 
which meant for my children an unknown life, without fear of massacres, arsons, 
and persecutions, and freedom to worship the God of their fathers. Unfortu- 
nately, upon arrival in the States, the Archbishop decided to send me temporarily 
to cover a vacancy in Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada, instead of Spokane, 
Wash., my original place of appointment. This we considered, of course, as a 
transitional period, till we would return to the United States, our new home, and 
the only remaining home for us on earth. However, when in 2 years we were 
ready to return to our foster-mother country, the United States consul refused to 
approve a quota immigration visa to my son, George, on the grounds that he was 
not a minor any longer. 

Honorable Senator, this separation, indefinite as it is, seems impossible to take. 
I am almost an old man now, and because this son of mine, now 23 years of age, is 
my child, I had shared with him the bitter days of the war. Besides, he himself 
never considered Canada as a home, since all of us are in the United States per- 
manently residing in Cheyenne, Wyo. He attempted twice to obtain admission 
to the United States, but failed, always meeting the obstacles of the immigration 
laws. 

To you, the representative of the people, and the Congress of the United States, 
I place my last hope to see my family reunited without any dark reflection from 
the miserable past. 

Hoping that this meets with your kind approval, I remain, 

Yours respectfully, 
Rev. Ev1as GEORGACOPOULOS. 


AFFIDAVIT 
State oF Wyromina, 
County of Laramie, ss: 

Elias Georgacopoulos, being first duly sworn upon his oath deposes and says 
as follows: 

That affiant is a priest of the Greek Orthodox Church of North and South 
America, now serving the Church of. St. Constantine and Helen of Cheyenne, 
Wyo.; that affiant is married to Ellen Georgacopoulos, the parents of John 
Geogacopoulos, aged 26, now serving in the Army of Greece, George Georgacopou- 
los, aged 24, now residing in Toronto, Ontario, Canada; and Nick Georgacopoulos, 
aged 20, Manual Georgacopoulos, aged 17, Vickey Georgacopoulos, aged 10, and 
Grace Georgacopoulos, aged 6, all residing with affiant and his wife at Cheyenne, 
Wyo.; that during World War II affiant’s home was destroyed in Greece and 
affiant and his family were forced to flee from the German Army and subsequently 
from the Greek Communists and they became displaced persons; that on July 4, 
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1946, affiant requested and received orders from the Greek Orthodox Church of 
North and South America to come to the North American continent to serve in 
the Greek Church and on December 21, 1946, affiant, without his family, arrived 
in Philadelphia, Pa. from the country of Greece with passport No. 7425 issued in 
Athens, Greece; that affiant traveled to New York City, N. Y., and, instead of 
being sent to Spokane, Wash., as was originally planned by the church authorities, 
he was assigned by the bishop of his church to serve in Vancouver, British Colum- 
bia and affiant traveled to Canada, arriving there on December 27, 1946; that in 
the month of August 1947 affiant’s family, with the exception of John Georga- 
copoulos who was of draft age and not eligible to leave the country of Greece, 
arrived in Canada; that affiant, his wife and five of his children resided in Canada 
until September 24, 1949, when they were transferred to Pocatello, Idaho, for serv- 
ice with the Greek Church of that community; that during their residence in 
Canada George Georgacopoulos reached the age of 21 and was not permitted to 
enter the United States from Canada with affiant and his family and the said 
George Georgacopoulos has resided in Canada since that time; that affiant is 
desirous of procuring the entrance of his son, George Georgacopoulos, into the 
United States; that the said George Georgacopoulos is presently employed as a 
construction laborer for Rayner’s Co., 59 Commercial Road, Leaside, Toronto, 
Canada, and is receiving the sum of 95 cents per hour for his services; that affiant 
is also assisting his son with financial help whenever it is possible to do so; that 
the said George Georgacopoulos is not engaged in any activity, political or other- 
wise, injurious to the American public interest, not has he ever been convicted of 
any offense under any Federal or State law of the United States or of Canada. 
tev. EL1As GEORGACOPOULOS. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 10th day of July 1951. 
[SEAL] JAMES O. WILSON. 
Notary Public. 


The committee, after consideration of all the facts in the case, 1s 
of the opinion that the bill (S. 1494) should be enacted. 


O 





